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A Certified Swine Sample Collector (CSSC) is a trained individual certified to correctly collect, handle, 
and submit swine test samples for laboratory testing, especially during disease surveillance or foreign 
animal disease (FAD) response. 

The purpose of the CSSC Training Program is to: 

▪ Increase the number of trained people capable of collecting swine samples during swine health 
emergencies like African Swine Fever (ASF), Classical Swine Fever (CSF) and Foot and Mouth 
Disease (FMD) outbreaks. 

▪ Help veterinarians and animal health officials by making sure samples are collected correctly and 
handled safely. 

▪ Help keep swine healthy and farms running smoothly during disease outbreaks. 

Why It Matters 

If there’s a serious FAD outbreak, being able to collect samples quickly and in the right way is very 
important, as it helps: 

▪ To detect disease early. 
▪ To Slow down or stop the disease from spreading. 
▪ To get the testing needed so swine can still be moved if allowed.  
▪ To support local and national efforts to control the outbreak. 

Key Responsibilities 

CSSCs are trained to: 
▪ Work under the guidance of a USDA category II -accredited veterinarian. 
▪ Follow biosecurity protocols to help protect the herd and the farm. 
▪ Handle and restrain swine safely while following good biosecurity practices. 
▪ Collect Tier 1 or 1 and 2 swine samples (Tier 1 = oral fluid, oral swabs, nasal swabs, processing 

fluids, blood, and blood swab; Tier 2 = lymph nodes, tonsil, spleen, spleen swab, and vesicular 
fluid). 

▪ Package and label samples correctly before sending them to the lab. 

Certification Process 

▪ The training includes both lessons in the classroom and hands-on practice of collecting samples. 
▪ Following the classroom portion, folks will need to pass a written test and show they know how to 

collect samples correctly. 
▪ The certification is good for the state(s) in which the CSSC is certified and stays with a person, 

even if they switch jobs or move. Recertification is needed every three years. 

Visit 
securepork.org/
training/cssc to 

learn more 
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