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Introduction 
This fact sheet is intended for USDA Category II Veterinarians who may conduct Certified Swine 

Sample Collector (CSSC) training. 

 

The CSSC training is a national pork industry program to train non-veterinarians to properly 

collect diagnostic samples from pigs. Having people trained as CSSC will allow for a rapid 

response because, during a Foreign Animal Disease (FAD) outbreak, industry veterinarians and 

FAD Diagnosticians will not be able to keep up with diagnostic sampling demands. Collecting 

swine samples and getting them to a diagnostic lab quickly will help federal and state animal 

health officials know where infected animals are and how to contain the disease.   

Start here when planning a CSSC training 
USDA category II accredited veterinarians with swine experience are to lead CSSC training. 

The training veterinarians must meet one of the following: 

● Have a business relationship with the owner of the pigs on farms where individuals are 

trained. 

● Be requested to perform training by the site’s category II accredited veterinarian under 

who the collectors will be submitting samples. 

● Be requested to perform training by the state animal health official under whom the 

collectors will be submitting samples. 

 

Prior to planning a training, the veterinarian should contact the state animal health official in the 

state where they plan to conduct the training and the state(s) that attendees may reside to learn 

if the state(s) has any special requirements.  

 

Be familiar with the CSSC program standards, which can be found on the website - 

www.securepork.org/cssc. Program standards explain the program and what needs to be done 

to train CSSCs. Training veterinarians can also access the exams and training presentation 

through the CSSC website but first must contact their state animal health official for a password 

to access the trainer materials. 

What does the CSSC training consist of? 

Curriculum 

CSSC training consists of classroom instruction, exam, and hands-on training. The classroom 

and hands-on can be delivered together on the same day or on separate days, but trainees are 

not considered CSSC until they complete all components. 

 

The training can consist of just Tier 1 or both Tier 1 and 2 sample types. 

    

How to Organize and Conduct Certified Swine Sample Collector 
Training 

Sarah Schieck Boelke, University of Minnesota Extension swine educator 

https://www.securepork.org/Resources/CSSC_StateContactList.pdf
http://www.securepork.org/cssc


 

2 
This effort is funded by National Pork Board and is a collaborative effort between Iowa State University, University of Minnesota and Ohio 
State University. 

Classroom instruction 

This can be done on the farm, in a workshop setting, or virtually if needed. Curriculum for the 

classroom setting must cover the following: 

● Three videos and handouts addressing the clinical signs associated with African Swine 

Fever, Classical Swine Fever, and Foot and Mouth Disease. 

● Biosecurity when visiting a farm. 

● Restraint and safe swine handling. 

● Proper pooling of samples. 

● Proper packaging of sample submissions. 

● Videos and handouts demonstrating the collection of all the sample types listed for Tier 1 

or Tier 2. 

○ Tier 1 samples include oral fluid collection, nasal swabs, blood collection, blood 

ear swab, processing fluids, and oral swabs 

○ Tier 2 samples include all of Tier 1 and spleen swabs, spleen, lymph nodes, 

inguinal lymph nodes, tonsil, and vesicular fluid. 

Exam 

The exam should be given following the classroom instruction, but before the hands-on practice. 

Trainees must get a passing score of 80%. Trainees have three attempts to get a passing score 

before retraining is required. Trainees must be tested on what their training covered. If only Tier 

1 samples were covered in the training, then trainees should take the test covering Tier 1 

sample types. If training covered both Tier 1 and 2 sample types, then the test should also cover 

Tier 1 and 2 sample types. 

Hands-on training 

The hands-on training should be done after the classroom instruction and must be conducted in 

person on farm or at another location where pigs are available for sampling. It does not need to 

be done on the same day as the classroom instruction. During the hands-on practice, trainees 

will practice the collection techniques they learned during the classroom instruction and 

demonstrate proficiency in collecting those samples. 

Training can cover either Tier 1 or Tier 1 and 2. It must be the same as what was covered 

during the classroom instruction and trainees took the exam for. For Tier 1 sample collection, 

live pigs are needed and both live and postmortem pigs are needed for Tier 2 sample collection.  

Tips for Success 

It works well to have trainees work in groups of 2 or 3, with one pig per group. If training on both 

Tier 1 and 2 sample collection, the same pigs can be used but start with Tier 1 sampling 

followed by euthanizing and confirming the death of the pigs and ending with Tier 2 samples. 
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Be sure to have the necessary tools and supplies needed to collect the samples. Remember, 

supplies include how to restrain the pigs for sample collection. The CSSC fact sheets for each 

sample type covered in the classroom instruction outline what supplies are needed for each 

sample type. It works best to assemble sample kits for each trainee with all the necessary 

supplies needed to collect the samples. Hand the kits to each trainee at the beginning of the 

hands-on instruction. 

 

It works well to cap the hands-on portion to 12 trainees, unless you have multiple veterinarians 

assisting. 

 

The hands-on training can be done in the barn, but if bringing people from different farms 

together, you may need a neutral site. Trainers have found that fairgrounds and shops/sheds on 

a non-livestock farm work well for neutral sites. 

How much time is needed for a CSSC training? 
● An example schedule to follow is 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., starting with the classroom 

instruction, exam, lunch and ending with hands-on training. 

● The classroom portion takes between 1.5 - 2 hours with or without allowing time for the 

exam, depending on the discussion and the number of questions. 

● About two hours is needed for the hands-on portion depending on size of group and the 

experience people have collecting diagnostic samples from pigs. 


