
1 
This  effort is  funded by National Pork Board and is  a collaborative effort between Iowa State University, University of Minnesota and Ohio 
State University.  

 
 

Step 1 - Work with a USDA Category II-accredited veterinarian with 
swine experience to get trained in the CSSC curriculum.  

This may be the veterinarian with whom the farm has a VCPR (Veterinary Client Patient Relationship) 
with, or a veterinarian who is willing to train and have folks submit diagnostic samples under their 
name. Training veterinarians must be approved by the state animal health official in the state where 
they will be training prior to conducting the training. 

Step 2 - Complete Training led by a USDA Category II accredited 
veterinarian. 

Classroom Instruction: can be completed on the farm, in a workshop setting, or virtually if needed. 
Curriculum for the classroom setting must cover the following: 

● Three videos and handouts addressing the clinical signs associated with African Swine Fever, 
Classical Swine Fever, and Foot and Mouth Disease 

● Biosecurity when visiting a farm 

● Restraint and safe swine handling 

● Proper pooling of samples 

● Proper packaging of sample submissions 

● Videos and handouts demonstrating the collection of all the sample types listed for Tier 1, or 
Tier 1 and 2.  

o Tier 1 samples include oral fluid collection, nasal swabs, blood collection, blood ear 
swab, processing fluids, and oral swabs 

o Tier 2 samples include all of tier 1 and spleen swabs, spleen, lymph nodes, inguinal 
lymph nodes, tonsil, and vesicular fluid. 

Step 3 - Pass the Written Exam. The exam will be given after the 
classroom instruction, but before the hands-on practice. 

● Trainees must get a passing score of 80% 

● Trainees have 3 attempts to get a passing score before retraining is required. 

Step 4 - Show You Can Collect Samples Correctly. 
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Hands-On Practice: this should be done after the classroom instruction and must be conducted in 
person on a farm or at another location. It does not need to be done on the same day as the classroom 
instruction. During the hands-on practice, trainees will practice the collection techniques they learned 
during the classroom instruction and demonstrate proficiency in collecting those samples. Training 
veterinarian checks for accuracy, safety, and biosecurity. 

 

Step 5 - Keep Your Certification Active 

● Recertification is needed every 3 years to maintain CSSC certification.  

Key Points 
● Only certified CSSCs can collect official swine samples. 

● Follow biosecurity procedures to protect herd health. 

Additional Resources 
● Secure Pork Supply: www.securepork.org  

● Certified Swine Sample Collector: www.securepork.org/cssc  

● Certified Swine Sample Collector State Animal Health Official Contact List: 
https://www.securepork.org/Resources/CSSC_StateContactList.pdf  

http://www.securepork.org/
http://www.securepork.org/cssc
https://www.securepork.org/Resources/CSSC_StateContactList.pdf
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