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BIOSECURITY PROTOCOLS AND WHY IT IS IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND ITS 
COMPONENTS 
Biosecurity protocols are on-farm procedures and measures implemented to prevent the introduction and 
spread of disease within a herd. Biosecurity ensures that farms can better control, monitor, and prevent 
diseases that may cause economic loss, mortality, and decreased production. A Foreign Animal Disease (FAD) is 
a disease that is not currently or is not normally present in the United States and its territories. In the case of a 
FAD outbreak, biosecurity protocols become especially important regarding the control, eradication, and 
prevention of the disease at hand. 

THE COMPONENTS OF A BIOSECURITY PROTOCOL 
Scope of Biosecurity Plan: 

▪ The farm sites Premises Identification Number (PIN) 
▪ Address of the farm and geographical coordinates. 
▪ Animals (number and species) on premises, and other businesses on the premises 

 

Biosecurity Manager and Written Plan: 
▪ The biosecurity manager is the individual responsible for creating the biosecurity plan and 

managing it. 
▪ The biosecurity manager has written authority to ensure biosecurity compliance. 
▪ Contact information of the veterinarian who can assist with the plan and farm specifics. 
▪ List of responsibilities of the biosecurity manager. 

 

Training: 
▪ Name of personnel who receive annual training on biosecurity protocols and measures. 
▪ The expectations of biosecurity procedures that personnel and visitors must understand and follow 

upon entry. 

 

Protecting the Pig Herd: 
This section should outline protocols, limitations, and measures taken for the following: 

▪ Site entry (access points), including where entry points are and how they are controlled. 
▪ Cleaning and Disinfection Station information, such as location and equipment used to maintain it, 

how drainage is managed, what to do during inclement weather, and who is trained to manage the 
station. 

▪ Information regarding the designated parking area and how it is marked. 
▪ Information on the Line of Separation (LOS) and its location. 
▪ LOS access point information, such as locations and labels, how biosecurity is managed in that area, 

what records are kept on movement past the LOS, biosecurity measures for people and items 
crossing the LOS. 

▪ Which personnel are responsible for securing the buildings after hours. 

Components of a Biosecurity Protocol 
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Vehicles and Equipment: 
▪ Protocols regarding the usage of vehicles and equipment that do not transport animals. 
▪ Protocols regarding the usage of trucks and trailers that are designated for animal transport. 

 

Personnel: 
▪ The biosecurity requirements, and access restrictions, personnel must follow before crossing the 

LOS, and how this movement is documented and monitored. 
▪ Biosecurity protocols personnel must understand for entering and exiting the farm. 

 

Animal and Semen Movement: 
▪ Biosecurity measures for incoming animals and semen. 
▪ Biosecurity measures for the isolation periods required for incoming animals and semen. 
▪ Contingency plan if movement restrictions are in effect during an outbreak. 
▪ Biosecurity measures and procedures for loading and unloading animals. 

 

Carcass Disposal: 
▪ Procedures regarding how deceased animals are handled normally on the farm. 
▪ Procedures for disposal of a large number of deceased animals. 

 

Manure Management should include: 
▪ The biosecurity protocols for manure management and disposal. 
▪ The biosecurity protocols for vehicles used for manure management. 
▪ The biosecurity protocols for personnel assisting with manure management. 

 

Rodent, Fly, Wildlife, and Other Animal Control should include: 
▪ Management procedures in place for the control of rodents, flies, wildlife, and other animals on 

your farm. 
 

Feed should include: 
▪ Biosecurity protocols and procedures regarding how feed is delivered and transported. 
▪ Biosecurity protocols and procedures regarding how feed spills are cleaned and managed. 

 

Labeled Premises Map: 
▪ Site entry point and the designated parking area. 
▪ Line of Separation (LOS) and access points to the LOS. 
▪ Carcass disposal and pickup locations, as well as removal pathways. 
▪ Vehicle cleaning and disinfection (C&D) stations, and vehicle movements paths. 


